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drivers, it deprives American workers of
good jobs, and it is now time for Congress
to change it.

It’s time for Members of Congress to
address the pain that high gas prices are
causing our citizens. Every extra dollar that
American families spend because of high
gas prices is one less dollar they can use
to put food on the table or send a child
to college. The American people deserve
better, so I urge Congress to come together
with my administration now to ensure that

our economy remains the strongest, most
vibrant, and most hopeful in the world.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:10 a.m.
on July 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Jul
12. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 11, but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Statement on the Death of Former White House Press Secretary Tony

Snow

July 12, 2008

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of our dear friend Tony Snow. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his wife Jill
and their children Kendall, Robbie, and
Kristi. The Snow family has lost a beloved
husband and father, and America has lost
a devoted public servant and a man of
character.

Tony was one of our Nation’s finest writ-
ers and commentators. He earned a loyal
following with incisive radio and television
broadcasts. He was a gifted speechwriter
who served in my father’s administration.
And I was thrilled when he agreed to re-
turn to the White House to serve as my

Press Secretary. It was a joy to watch Tony
at the podium each day. He brought wit,
grace, and a great love of country to his
work. His colleagues will cherish memories
of his energetic personality and relentless
good humor.

All of us here at the White House will
miss Tony, as will the millions of Americans
he inspired with his brave struggle against
cancer. One of the things that sustained
Tony Snow was his faith. And Laura and
1 join people across our country in praying
that this good man has now found comfort
in the arms of his Creator.

Remarks on the Death of Former White House Press Secretary Tony Snow

July 13, 2008

Well, we had some bad news this week-
end. Our good friend Tony Snow passed
away. Tony, you know, worked with us and
made a lot of friends here in the White
House. And Laura and I are—we're really

saddened by his death.

I came to know Tony as a very smart
and capable man. He had good values. He
was an honest guy. You know, he had a
wonderful sense of humor. He loved to
laugh, he loved his country, and he loved
his family.
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And our thoughts are with Jill and the
three children now as they deal with their
grief. We went to church this morning at
Camp David, and I prayed for Jill and the
family, that they would have—find comfort
and strength during this tough time for
them. And T just hope they understand that
Tony was loved here in the White House,

and a lot of those who, you know, got to
know him really do care about Jill and the

kids.
So anyway, thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on the 10th Anniversary of the International Religious Freedom

Act
July 14, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Wel-
come. I want to welcome Congressman
Wolf, Congressman Smith, Congressman
Franks, former Senator Nickles. Thank you
all for coming. I'm so honored that you've
come to celebrate the 10th anniversary of
the International Religious Freedom Act.

This legislation that we commemorate
today builds on a tradition that defined our
Nation. After all, when the Founding Fa-
thers adopted the Bill of Rights, the very
first liberty they enshrined was the freedom
of religion. They recognized that the most
basic freedom a man can have is the right
to worship his own God as he sees fit.
Today, we are blessed to live in a country
where that freedom is respected.

In too many countries, expressions of
freedom were silenced by tyranny, intoler-
ance, and oppression. So a decade ago,
Members of Congress—I suspect some of
the Members here—and religious leaders
and human rights activists came together
to advance religious freedom around the
globe. The result of their work was the
International Religious Freedom Act. The
bill created vital diplomatic tools to help
our Government to promote religious lib-
erty abroad. The act established an Ambas-
sador at Large position to ensure that reli-
gious liberty remains a priority of every ad-
ministration. And I want to thank our cur-
rent Ambassador, John Hanford, for joining
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us today. And thank you for taking on this
important job.

The act established the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom to
monitor the state of religious liberty world-
wide. The act requires annual reporting on
the state of religious freedom in every na-
tion to help identify the most egregious
offenders. The act authorizes sanctions
against regimes. In all these ways, the act
has placed religious liberty where it be-
longs, at the center of U.S. foreign policy.

We've seen some hopeful progress dur-
ing the last couple of years. We've seen
it in Turkmenistan, where the nation’s chief
mufti had been ousted and imprisoned for
refusing to teach state propaganda as a sa-
cred religious text. Through efforts author-
ized by the International Religious Free-
dom Act, the United States pressed for the
mufti’s release. In 2007, Mufti Ibadullah
was pardoned and freed. He has since be-
come an adviser to Turkmenistan’s Council
on Religious Affairs.

We've seen some progress in Vietnam.
The United States used the tools of this
act to press for the release of dozens of
religious prisoners, all of whom had been
freed. Vietnam’s Government has reopened
many of the churches it had shut down.
And most religious groups report a de-
crease in the Government’s oppression of
believers. This act has encouraged Vietnam
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